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PICKERING -- Years of working to conserve 
farmland and promote environmentalism 
are being recognized with a Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee Medal. 
 
On Nov. 24 nearly 70 people crowded into 
the Claremont home of Pickering 
conservationist Lorne Almack to 
congratulate him on his new award, 
recognizing years of advocacy work. 
 
"I was quite surprised, and quite 
touched," Mr. Almack said, noting that 
while his professional work hasn't always 
been in the field of conservation or 
environmentalism, those causes have 
always been close to his heart. 
 
"Being an environmentalist has cost me a 
lot over the years and distracted me from other work," he explained. 
 
"People are concerned because if we keep using up all the farmland, what are we going to do? It's not 
sustainable, that's the issue. I'm in my 90th year so it may not affect me, but I have grandchildren and 
they will need those resources that we can't replace." 
 
Mr. Almack is well-known in the local community for his advocacy to save the Pickering federal lands. An 
original member of protest group People or Planes, Mr. Almack is still active with Land over Landings 
and other area organizations that advocate for the lands to be converted to a land trust. In the past Mr. 
Almack has also served as president of Ontario Nature, and has converted much of his own land in north 
Pickering into a conservation trust. 
 
"He's both inspirational and very committed," said Pickering Councillor Peter Rodrigues, who nominated 
Mr. Almack and presented him with the award. 
 
"He doesn't just complain about things, he works toward positive solutions," Coun. Rodrigues continued. 
"I've seen Lorne doing good work and now that he's nearly 90 he still hasn't given up and he's still very 
positive." 
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