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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

June 6, 2015 

1. Liz Calvin welcomed the members of Green Durham Association (“GDA”) and at 10:40 a.m. 

asked for a motion to call the meeting to order.  J. McCutcheon proposed the motion, seconded 

by A. Wilder. 

 

2. Lori Wilder was appointed secretary for the meeting as proposed by G. Vernon, seconded by E. 

McNeil. 

 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting, distributed by email and also 

available on the GDA website, was proposed by M. Tucker, seconded by B. Buckles. 

 

4. A. Wilder proposed a motion, seconded by D. Taylor to approve the following members as 

Directors for 2015/2016. 

Brian Buckles   Lynn Laflamme 

Liz Calvin   John McCutcheon 

Adam Conyers   Michael Tucker 

Wendy Dobson   Geoffrey Vernon 

Bob Henderson   Lori Wilder 

 

5. L. Calvin presented the Board’s request for several changes to GDA’s Constitution –  

i. Remove reference of Durham Conservation Association or DCA throughout the 

document 

ii. Remove reference to executive committee throughout the document 

iii. Change the wording regarding the Advisory Board from “shall be appointed” to 

“may be appointed” 

iv. Change the notice of the AGM or other member meetings from 14 days to 10 

days. 

The motion to make these changes was proposed by J. McNeil, seconded by M. Thomas 

 

6. A. Conyers presented the financial statement for the year ended May 31, 2015.  As of this date, 

there is $118,994 in the bank, comprised of $44,852 in cash and $74,142 in TD shares.  It was 

noted the revenue from membership dues was significantly less than the previous year.  One 

possible reason was the change to electronic communication with a hyperlink to the website 

rather than with an attached membership form.  This will be discussed at a future Board 

meeting.  A motion to accept the financial statements was proposed by G. Vernon, seconded by 

M. Tucker. 
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7. Several accomplishments for 2014/15 were highlighted: 

i. GDA’s new logo along with the tag line of Policy, Public Access, and Stewardship 

was unveiled  

ii. L. Laflamme gave a brief demo of GDA’s new website.  Included on the website 

are the Privacy Statement and Terms and Conditions.  A motion to accept the 

Privacy Statement was proposed by A. Conyers, seconded by I. Gillespie.  D. 

Taylor proposed a motion to accept the Terms and Conditions, seconded by E. 

McNeil. 

iii. J. McCutcheon, backed up with a to-scale model, provided the membership with 

an update of the trestle bridge project.  The goal to raise $200,000 was reached 

and exceeded with donations from local donors, GDA members, the Trans 

Canada Trail fund, and the province.  Work has started with the official launch 

proposed for September 26th. 

iv. M. Tucker updated the members on the reorganization within the TRCA, with 2 

focuses, i.e., planning and doing.  Mike Bender has been moved to the area of 

planning rather than execution.  At this point we are uncertain how this will 

impact GDA’s relationship with TRCA.   

v. Work on the Wilder tract will proceed this summer with a proposed completion 

date by the end of September. 

vi. Regarding the Nesbitt property, a proposal has been made to the province on 

the 300 acres north of the Regan Pit be severed so the TRCA can manage the 

property.  The hope is this can be completed in the next 3 to 4 weeks. 

vii. B. Buckles advised a submission will be made for the Greenbelt Review process.  

At this stage the biggest concern is the section on “Places to Grow” in that once 

expansion is allowed to go ahead it is very difficult to stop.  GDA has opted to 

submit our own document rather than join the voice of other organizations. 

viii. Regarding the Federal lands, GDA continues to push the idea of no airport.  Even 

if an airport is built, not all the land currently being held for this purpose is 

needed.  Of the 18,600 acres, 5,000 acres have been offered to increase the 

area of the Rouge Park.  The federal government has indicated 6,600 acres will 

remain designated for the potential of an airport.  GDA believes the remaining 

7,000 acres should be protected and has presented this position to the Minister 

of Transport.  The local MP’s are in agreement. 

ix. GDA continues to work on creating a linkage from the east side of Concession 7 

to the north property.  The biking group, DMBA, has received a grant and are 

now installing their own trails in this area.  It is our hope this will reduce the 

number of bikers off the general use trails to an area of their own. 

 

8. The priorities for 2015/16 are: 

i. Continue updating the content and functionality of the website 

ii. GDA branding and awareness initiative 

iii. Wilder tract project, including the parking lot 
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iv. TRCA relationship 

v. On-going projects, i.e., Nesbitt and Dagmar 

 

9. A proposed budget for 2015/16 was presented, including projected income and expenditures.  

The two most significant expenditures for the year are $10,000 for the mapping project and 

$15,000 to complete the Wilder tract project.  A motion to accept the budget was proposed by 

J. McNeil, seconded M. Tucker. 

 

10. Over the past year a transition in the leadership of GDA has been occurring from Michael Tucker 

to Liz Calvin.  A tribute and thank you was presented to Michael for all the work, dedication, and 

leadership he has provided to GDA over the past 12 years.  As recognition for his many years of 

service, a walk within the trail network will be named Tucker Trail. 

 

11. Other business – 

i. Work needs to be done to update the membership and bolster the ranks 

ii. Active recruitment will be undertaken for increased attendees to the AGM 

 

12. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by J. McNeil, seconded by G. Vernon.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 11: a.m. 
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